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Visual Arts
Focus: Art expresses ideas. 

Module 1
Enduring Understanding:
Artists use a variety of media, tools, and materials.

Essential Question(s):
What are the tools and media that artists use?
How do artists choose the medium?

Module 2
Enduring Understanding:
Artists express ideas.

Essential Question(s):
What ideas do artists express?
How do artists express ideas?

Module 3
Enduring Understanding:
Artists express ideas within their communities.



Visual Arts 
Essential Questions(s):
What is a community?
How are artists part of the community?
What do artists in our community do?
Why is it important for artists to be part of the 
community?

Module 4
Enduring Understanding:
People use art in events and celebrations.

Essential Question(s):
How do people use art in celebrations?
Why do people come together for celebrations?



Focus: We tell stories through theatre.

Module 1: Foundation
Enduring Understanding:
An ensemble is a group of actors working together, and 
every member of the community is important.

Essential Question(s):
Why is it important for actors to work together?

Module 2: Stories in Action
Enduring Understanding:
Stories from different places and times are about 
people working out similar problems.

Essential Question(s):
Why are many stories from different cultures around 
the world about the same type of people and 
problems?

Module 3: Theatre in the World
Enduring Understanding:
People have always told stories to explain things.

Theatre Arts



Essential Questions(s):
How do stories help us understand things?

Module 4: Playmaking
Enduring Understanding:
We improvise to create stories with character, setting 
and conflict.

Essential Question(s):
How do we use theatre to tell stories?

Audience Module: Attending Live Theatre
Enduring Understanding: 
The audience identifies elements of the play that help 
to tell the story.

Essential Question(s):
How do actors in a play help us understand the 
meaning of the story?

Theatre Arts



Focus: Music is a common language around the world.

Module 1
Enduring Understanding:
Adding different layers to singing and playing makes 
music more interesting.

Essential Question(s):
How do the different sounds of instruments change 
the music?
What can we add to music to make it sound different?

Module 2
Enduring Understanding:
Music has a written language for rhythm and melody.

Essential Question(s):
How do we write music down on paper?
How do musical symbols help me sing and play music?
How can musical symbols help me share music I create 
with my friends?

 

Music



Module 3
Enduring Understanding:
People within a culture use music for various purposes.

Essential Questions(s):
How are ideas and beliefs passed down through the 
generations?
What is unique about my culture?
What does music tell me about my past?
What does music tell me about other people?
In what ways might music be the same around the world?  
In what ways might music be different?

Music



Module 4
Enduring Understanding:
Musicians and composers can express themselves in a 
variety of ways by manipulating the musical elements.

Essential Question(s):
How do composers tell a story?
How can I tell a story using music?
How can the expressive elements of music change to 
make a song sound different?

Music



Focus: Dance brings people and ideas together.

Module 1: Foundation
Enduring Understanding:
Dancers combine movements in many different ways.

Essential Question(s):
How do dancers make movement choices?
What are the ways in which we can combine 
movements?

Module 2: Creative Process
Enduring Understanding:
We can work with others to create dances. 

Essential Question(s):
Why is it important for dancers to work together?
What is the difference between dancing with others and 
dancing alone?

Dance



Dance
Module 3: Dance in the World 
Enduring Understanding:
There are commonalities in dances around the world.

Essential Questions(s):
How are dances around the world the same?
How are they different?



Sample Performance Tasks
VISUAL ARTS Module 2:
Compare and contrast the ideas in your artwork to the ideas in 
another artwork.
(Assessed Standards: 4.1, 1.3, 5.3)

THEATRE Module 3:
Working as a class, create and perform a nature myth with a 
clear beginning, middle and end. Discuss with your classmates 
the message or moral of the myth.  
(Assessed Standards: 4.3, 1.1. 5.1)

MUSIC Module 3:
With your class, perform two songs or singing games from 
different cultures that are used similarly within their cultures. In 
a small group, discuss their commonalities and differences and 
report out to the class.  
(Assessed Standards: 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 5.1)

DANCE Module 1:
The teacher will give you an action word. Working with 
a partner, choose three other action words. Combine the 
teacher’s action word with each of the action words you chose 
to create three different movement ideas. Memorize and 
perform them for the class in unison with your partner. 
(Assessed Standards: 1.1, 1.2,2.1)
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